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Rape Victim Turned Advocate Launches National Initiative to 
Help Sexual Assault Victims 
 
Founder of “Jane Doe No More” Featured on Dateline NBC;  
Her Story the Impetus For Newly-Proposed Law 
 
Waterbury, CT, April 30, 2007– A national initiative is being launched today to help victims of sexual 
assault and break the social stigmas associated with this highly-misunderstood crime. 
 
The initiative Jane Doe No More (http://www.JaneDoeNoMore.org) is borne out of the personal 
experience of founder Donna Palomba. Sexually assaulted over 13 years ago and subsequently mistreated 
by the very system created to protect and serve victims, Palomba, a marketing executive and community 
leader, has been on a quest to right the wrongs of the system.  
 
Last night she came forward to tell her full story on Dateline NBC. 
 
“I am Jane Doe no more. I am Donna Palomba,” she said. “I believe we learn most from our greatest 
challenges and I am coming forward to share what I have learned and help other victims heal. I want to 
help dispel the myths and break stigmas associated with sexual assault through education and awareness.” 
 
Distinguished Professor of Forensic Science and Jane Doe No More advisory board member Dr. Henry 
Lee said, “While the science of DNA has opened up a whole new world for the criminal investigator, it 
does not preclude the human element. It is important that every innocent victim of sexual assault be 
treated with dignity and respect, and the Jane Doe No More initiative will help to assure that happens.”   
 
Added Neil O’Leary, chief of police in Waterbury, Connecticut, “It is essential that law enforcement 
officers keep an open mind and take the right actions when arriving on a sexual assault crime scene. Jane 
Doe No More, Inc. will have a national impact by creating higher awareness and providing new 
educational tools.” 
 
Palomba’s story of “multiple attacks” 
 
Palomba’s assault occurred on September 11, 1993, when she was at home with her two children, ages 
five and seven. Her husband was away for the first time in her 12 years of marriage. In the early morning 
hours, Palomba awoke to the sound of footsteps and saw a shadowy figure over her bed. The perpetrator 
was disguised. The crime scene was mishandled and there were no fingerprints, photographs or forensic 
evidence other than DNA.  



 

 
One month after being brutally attacked in her home, Palomba underwent a second attack by Waterbury 
police, who falsely accused her of fabricating her own rape. The officers who abused her were 
subsequently found negligent in a civil trial in January 2001.   
 
The perpetrator, John Regan, was connected to Palomba’s case through a DNA match and arrested in 
2004. Regan was charged with kidnapping since the statute of limitations on Palomba’s sexual assault had 
expired years earlier. 
 
Regan, a childhood friend of Palomba’s husband, plead guilty in her case under the Alford Doctrine to the 
kidnapping charge in Connecticut and was sentenced to 15 years in prison on October 26, 2006. He had 
previously plead guilty in an attempted kidnapping case in New York and was sentenced to 12 years in 
state prison. Both sentences are to run concurrently. 
  
Palomba’s story motivation for proposed Connecticut legislation 
 
Palomba’s experience is the impetus for a bill introduced in February 2007 by Gov. M. Jodi Rell. The bill 
(H.B. No. 7085), pending in the state legislature, would eliminate the statute of limitation for prosecution 
of sexual assault offenses using DNA evidence. 
 
When Palomba was raped in 1993, the statute of limitation for sexual assault in Connecticut was only five 
years.  It was increased to 20 years in 2000. The proposed legislation would remove any limitation 
provided there is DNA evidence and a crime is reported. 
 
About Donna Palomba 
Palomba is a managing member and co-founder of The Worx Group LLC, a marketing communications 
firm located in Prospect, Connecticut. A community leader who has served on numerous boards, she was 
named “Woman of the Year” in 2005 by the Business Women’s Forum, the longest running annual 
scholarship conference in New England based out of Waterbury, Connecticut. She was the recipient of a 
Twenty Noteworthy Women award by the New Haven Business Times in 2006, which recognized 20 
women in the greater New Haven area for their success in all facets of their lives. For more about Donna 
Palomba, please visit;  http://www.JaneDoeNoMore.org/about/bios/donnapalomba.shtml. 
 
About Jane Doe No More, Inc. 
Founded in January 2007, the Jane Doe No More initiative will create awareness about the crime of 
sexual assault and help shorten the healing process for the victim. The organization will provide education 
and training tools for use by law enforcement, medical and legal professionals and provide guidance to 
victims and their families. JDNM board members are comprised of law enforcement, medical, legal and 
business executives, as well as victims’ service professionals. Dan Sherr, VP, Integrated Media, ADVO 
Valassis, Windsor, CT serves as president and Jim Van Hoof, VP, Finance, CFO UTC Power, Hartford, 
CT serves as Vice President. Donations can be made at http://www.JaneDoeNoMore.org/donate/. For 
more information about Jane Doe No More, please visit http://www.JaneDoeNoMore.org. 
 
 


